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"A Boricua for NASA"
W H E R E  A R E  Y O U  F R O M ?

I live in the tropical island of Puerto Rico, in the municipality of
Arecibo. I study towards my bachelor’s degree in Computer
Science at the Interamerican University of Puerto Rico -- Arecibo
Campus, and as such, I am proud to be an Interamerican Tiger.

H O W  D I D  Y O U  G E T  I N V O L V E D  W I T H  N A S A ?

After receiving very positive feedback from a friend who participated in a NASA internship program, I
decided to apply for an internship position within NASA to further advance my skills and education. I
applied for various internship programs with various institutions for the Summer 2020 term, but when
COVID-19 arrived, many organizations decided to cancel their internship programs for the summer. I had
almost given up hope on landing an internship for the summer, but to my surprise, I received an email
informing me that I was being considered for a virtual internship in NASA’s very own Langley Research
Center working on the Capacity Building Program. I quickly replied, and after an interview process and
various communications, I had been accepted as one of their virtual interns, and thus my journey with
NASA began.

W H A T  I S  I T  L I K E  B E I N G  A

P U E R T O  R I C A N  S T U D E N T

W O R K I N G  W I T H  N A S A ?

Working with NASA has been great. They have been very
accommodating, and the overall experiences and opportunities
that have been presented over the term already have and will
continue to help me achieve a greater education and advance
my professional career, both inside and outside of Puerto Rico.

W H A T  H A V E  Y O U  L E A R N E D  W O R K I N G  W I T H  N A S A ?

Throughout the term, I have had the chance to attend various conferences and webinars, work together
with my fellow interns, and gain important professional connections. As a Coordination Lead, I have
gained essential leadership and communication skills, along with knowledge not only in my field of study,
being Computer Science, but in various other fields of work which I value greatly.

W H A T  I S  A  T Y P I C A L  D A Y  I N  Y O U R  L I F E ?

At the start of the day, I promptly check my schedule to prepare for the coming tasks throughout the
day. If I’m not at my desk taking a programming language course and documenting my findings on my
trusty notebook that I like to call “My P-Language Encyclopedia”, you can probably find me jamming
out to some music on the drum set or relaxing to some smooth jazz while playing the trumpet. After
completing my tasks for the day, I finish off by thanking God for the day and preparing for the next.


